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This time of year comes with a host of changes
for a lot of us. These could be smaller changes
like changing out the snowblower for the lawn
mower, getting the lake cabin ready for
summer, or changing activities. For others it's
big changes: graduation, uncertainty or job
changes. Throughout these changes we can feel
isolated and disconnected, and it's
understandable navigating our way hoping to
feel some sort of familiarity and consistency in
the midst of it all. I'm reminded that whether
these changes are hopeful and pleasant, or
challenging and unwanted, God remains a
faithful constant. It was a promise that's been
declared and redeclared all throughout the Old
Testament, and reinforced through the words to
the Hebrews, "Let us hold fast to the confession
of our hope without wavering, for he who has
promised is faithful" (Hebrews 10:23).
I'm not aloof to what summer can mean for the
church: slumping attendance for in-person
worship, a slowdown of activities, and a feeling
of disconnection for some. I want to encourage
you that whatever changes may be coming your
way, to remember God's faithfulness through it
all. My hope and goal is that the church would
do everything we can to keep connected in the
months to come through new opportunities like
midweek devotionals, monthly grill outs in our
lawn, or movie nights to go with our next
sermon series, "God at the Movies". We also
have been hard at work vamping up our online
worship experience and hope that as people
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travel, they take time out of their week to
connect and worship online. It's also an
opportunity to share all the good things that
have been happening at Grace UMC with new
people. Perhaps you've got a great idea you'd
like to share! Email us at the church and let us
know! I face the changes coming with
confidence that God has possibilities in store
for us to experience community and faith in
new and meaningful ways.
One final word, the happiest of Mother's Day
to all the moms in our congregation.
Motherhood looks different for everyone, but
I'm grateful for all you do for our world, our
church, and our families. A special shout out to
the mother of my son, Kiersten; I love you
immensely!
Pastor Taylor

PRAYER LIST AT Care Facilities
Bonnie Wagner
(Fergus Falls)
Pat Walter
(Villa Marie)
Don Walter
(Pioneer House)
Jim Jameson
(River Pointe)
PRAYER LIST at Home
Carol Devine
Linda Beck
Luann Larson
Del Larson

May
Birthdays
1—B. Krogen
2—K. Anderson
3—A. Gumto
4—J. Miller
6—O. Larson
8 - L. Dick
14—J. Burkhardt
W. Brown
19—E. Vollbrecht
24—L. Andel
25—T. Schindler
30—N. Grow
May

Anniversaries
22—B. & Z. Hanna
27—R. & C. Abel
31—V. & S. Fangsrud

MOWING
Spring rain brings green
grass and lawn mowing.
If you can mow the
Church lawn, please call
the church office,
218-233-1857 to schedule a time.

Ministry TEAM Program. A Way of Being
the Church at GUMC! The TEAM’s mission
is to provide ushers, greeters, opening
welcome and readers to our congregation.
TEAM # 2 (May/Nov). TEAM coordinators
are J. & J. Eide
701-237-6738—C. Anderson
218-233-5347—G. & T. Anderson,
218-236-5753—P. & K. Anderson
218-287-1676—I. Beving
218-233-8038—G. Clifton
218-287-1969—B. & J. Fraundorfer & Family
701-541-2490—S. & L. Gedrose & Family
218-233-4054—L. Jensen
218-236-1747—C.l Ladwig
218-233-3888—E. Volbrecht

WORSHIP AT GRACE - 10:00 A.M.
WORSHIP SERVICES are livestreamed on Facebook
and on the website: graceumcmoorhead.org

DONUTS
Homemade Buttermilk Donuts will be made on
May 11th, 2022. Please place your orders by either
using the sign up sheet on the table in the Narthex
or by calling the office, 218-233-1857. Due to the
increased price of ingredients, donuts will be
$10.00 per dozen beginning May 11th.

SPRING POTLUCK

The Women of Grace invite all women to

the spring potluck. It will be held on
Tuesday, May 10th at 6:30 pm in the
connection center. Please join us, bring a
dish to share and your own tableware.”

April was a very busy month at Grace. It has been said that a picture is worth a
thousand words, so below are a few pictures that hi lite some of the activities that
took place during April.

Welcomed New Members

Fellowship with J. Mann, A.
Severson, Pastor Taylor, and D.
LeQuire

Easter with the Fangsruds
Sharon, Ella and Butch

Palm Sunday - Easter Egg Hunt

Baptism of Clara Faye

Easter Sunday Children's Moments

Choir on Good Friday

Farwell to G. Aas,
Choir Director

WE NEESD TO STRENGTHEN
OUR FOUNDATION

Del Larson, CLM
Here comes May. Yeah! It’s about time! We have
been teased with good weather, then blasted with
another round from Old-Man-Winter. I can confirm
that winter is over. Snow and cold are on their way
out of our hair, and new beginnings are just around
the corner. If not, that old blow-hard and I are
going to tangle. This has been a difficult winter for
most of us. The cold and constant wind have taken
our breath away in many ways. We also sit on the
verge of a major war in Europe. Because of the
pandemic, essential items have both gotten more
pricey, and are also hard to find. Violence, hate, and
division have made our lives feel less secure.
When will we go back to the way it was 30 years
ago, or even just before the pandemic? People talk
about a new normal. The problem could be with
ourselves. What are we personally doing, or not
doing, to affect this change?
We all have thrown a rock into water, and have
watched the ripple effect after the rock hits. Tiny
waves going out in all directions. Unfortunately,
too many rocks are being thrown today, and those
rocks are creating larger ripple effects. Probably
the largest rock thrown was the pandemic. The
consequences of that rock have caused many
conflicts and division. We were all affected by the
huge tidal wave created by Covid. Death, health,
jobs, economy, loneliness, and a cloudy future have
affected nearly everyone as we wait for the end.
As Christians, we may have forgotten that we are
part of a rock too. Psalm 18:2-3 The Lord is my
rock, my fortress and my savior; my God is my
rock, in whom I find protection. He is my shield,
the power that saves me, and my place of safety. I
called on the Lord; who is worthy of praise, and he
saved me from my enemies.
When we build our lives on the foundation of
Christ, nothing can harm us. However, if we build
along Satan’s sea shore of convenience, or
popularity, the rocks of Hell that are thrown into
troubled waters, will slowly rip away at our
foundation and destroy us. The church was once
thought of as one of the most important parts of a
communities’ foundation. The church was
respected, and its cherished values were revered.
Today, churches have been on a steep decline, with
membership at 47% in the United States in 2020,
and active participation is less than half of that.
Let’s remember that the church are the people, not
the building. The mission statement of our church
is: “Grace United Methodist: A church of the

neighborhood, making followers of Jesus Christ, for
the transformation of the World.” Before the
pandemic, we were slowly losing membership too.
However, I remember before the pandemic, we
were averaging 25 students each Sunday, and large
numbers on Wednesday nights.
Yes, the pandemic has hurt our church, just like the
others. Please note that things are again looking
brighter. The last Sunday in April we added four
new members, and baptized another. We are back
to pre-pandemic numbers on Sundays. I hope that
the brightness of what is happening will motivate
you to help shore up our foundation, and continue
to strengthen our church with your participation.
Let’s not let the rip tides of Satan’s complacency
make us weak. John Wesley said, “Do all you can,
by all the means you can, … by all the ways you
can, for as long as you can.” To transform this
world, we need everyone helping restore Grace not
to what it was, but to what it needs to be according
to God’s plan. Amen
OFFUTT SCHOLARSHIP
Applications for the 2022 Offutt
Scholarship are now available. These

scholarships are available to
members of Grace UMC and their
families for post-secondary
education for the coming academic
year. Applications are due in the office by June
1, 2022. These funds are generated by a
generous gift from the Ron and Lidia Offutt
family to the Grace UMC Endowment Fund.
The applications are available on the Church
website: www.graceumcmoorhead.org. under
forms. If you have any questions about the
Scholarships or about the Grace UMC
Endowment and its activities, please contact P.
Anderson.

GRADUATION
Congratulations to all the students
who are graduating in May.
Please let the office know by May
23rd if anyone in your family is
graduating to be listed in the June
Newsletter. We wish all graduates
much success on their future plans of
furthering their education or beginning their
working career.

Date

Psalm

OT

Epistle

Gospel

May 1

am: 55; pm: 138

Exod 40:18-38

1 Thess 4:1-12

Matt 5:38-48

May 2

am: 24, 29; pm: 8, 84

Lev 8:1-13, 30-36

Heb 12:1-14

Luke 4:16-30

May 3

am: 56, 57, 58; pm: 64, 65

Lev 16:1-19

1 Thess 4:13-18

Matt 6:1-15

May 4

am: 61, 62, pm: 68

Lev 16:20-34

1 Thess 5:1-11

Matt 6:16-18

May 5

am: 72. pm: 119:73-96

Lev 19:1-8

1 Thess 5:12-28

Matt 6:19-24

May 6

am: 70, 71, pm: 74

Lev 19:26-37

2 Thess 1:1-12

Matt 6:25-34

May 7

am: 106:1-18, pm: 106:19-48

Lev 23:1-22

2 Thess 2:1-17

Matt 7:1-12

May 8

am: 75, 76, pm: 23, 27

Lev 23:23-44

2 Thess 3:1-18

Matt 7:13-21

May 9

am: 93, 96, pm: 34

Lev 25:1-17

James 1:1-11

Luke 12:13-21

May 10

am: 80, pm: 77, 79

Lev 25:35-55

James 1:12-18

Matt 13:1-16

May 11

am: 78:1-39, pm: 78:40-72

Lev 26:1-20

1 Tim 2:1-6

Matt 13:18-23

May 12

am: 119:97-120, pm: 68:1-20

Lev 26:27-42

Eph 1:1-10

Matt 22:41-46

May 13

am: 8, 47, pm: 24, 96

Dan 7:9-14

Heb 2:5-18

Matt 28:16-20

May 14

am: 85, 86, pm: 91, 92

1 Sam 2:1-10

Eph 2:1-10

Matt 7:22-27

May 15

am: 87, 90, pm: 136

Num 11:16-17, 24-29

Eph 2:11-22

Matt 7:28-8:4

May 16

am: 66, 67, pm: 19, 46

Exod 3:1-12

Heb 12:18-29

Matt 10:17-24

May 17

am: 89:1-18, pm: 89:19-52

Josh 1:1-9

Eph 3:1-13

Matt 8:5-17

May 17

am: 97, 99, 100, pm: 94, 95

1 Sam 16:1-13

Eph 3:14-21

Matt 8:18-27

May 19

am: 101,109:1-30, pm: 119:121-144

Isa 4:2-6

Eph 4:1-16

Matt 8:28-34

May 20

am: 105:1-22, pm: 105:23-45

Zech 4:1-14

Eph 4:17-32

Matt 9:1-8

May 21

am: 102, pm: 107:1-32

Jere 31:27-34

Eph 5:1-20

Matt 9:9-17

May 22

am: 107:33-43, 108, pm: 33

Eze 36:22-27

Eph 6:10-24

Matt 9:18-26

May 23

am: 118, pm: 145

Deut 16:9-12

Acts 4:18-33

John 4:19-26

May 24

am: 1, 2, 3, pm: 4,7

Prov 3:11-20

1 John 3:19-4:6

Matt 11:1-6

May 25

am: 5.6, pm: 10, 11

Prov 4:1-27

1 John 4:7-21

Matt 11:7-15

May 26

am: 119:1-24, pm: 12, 13, 14

Prov 6:1-19

1 John 5:1-12

Matt 11:16-24

May 27

am: 18:1-20, pm: 18:21-50

Prov 7:1-27

1 John 5:13-21

Matt 11:25-30

May 28

am: 16, 17, pm: 22

Prov 8:1-21

2 John 1-13

Matt 12:1-14

May 29

am: 20, 21:1-14, pm: 104

Prov 8:22-36

3 John 1-15

Matt 12:15-21

May 30

am: 146, 147, pm: 111, 112, 113

Job 38:1-11, 42:1-5

Rev 19:4-6

John 1:29-34

May 31

am: 25, pm: 9, 15

Prov 10:1-12

1 Tim 1:1-17

Matt 12:22-32

Grace United Methodist
May 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

7:00 pm AA

6:00 pm Youth
Group
7:00 pm Latter
Rain Ministries

1:00 pm
10:00 am Worship
10:15 am Children's quilting
Sunday School
12:00 pm Latter
Rain Ministries
4:00 pm Private
Party

9:00 am
Bulletin
Deadline

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

1:00 pm
10:00 am Worship
10:15 am Children's quilting
Sunday School
12:00 pm Latter
Rain Ministries

6:30 pm
Women of Grace
annual spring
potluck
7:00 pm AA

1:00 pm
10:00 am Worship
10:15 am Children's quilting
Sunday School
12:00 pm Latter
Rain Ministries

6:00 pm Youth
Group
Vision and
Operation and 7:00 pm Latter
Rain Ministries

22

24

10:00 am Worship
10:15 am Children's
Sunday School
12:00 pm Latter
Rain Ministries

29

23

9:00 am
Newsletter
Deadline
1:00 pm
Quilting

30

10:00 am Worship
10:15 am Children's Holiday
Sunday School
Office Closed
12:00 pm Latter
Rain Ministries

6:30 pm

6:00 pm Youth
Group
7:00 pm Latter
Rain Ministries

9:00 am
Bulletin
Deadline

9:00 am
Bulletin
Deadline

Resources

9:00 am
Newsletter
Deadline

7:00 pm AA

7:00 pm AA

25

6:00 pm Youth
Group
7:00 pm Latter
Rain Ministries

Minnesota Annual Conference St Cloud

31

26

9:00 am
Bulletin
Deadline

27

28

10:00 am
Private Party

BEHIND THE VEIL

HOW WILL THEY KNOW?

Poet Joan Walsh Anglund
called death "a thin
curtain...less than gauze,
between us." John Taylor
said, "While we are
mourning the loss of our
friend, others are rejoicing
to meet him behind the veil."
Thanks to Jesus' resurrection from the
grave, death holds no power over God's
children. Although we still grieve lost
loved ones, we are assured that they have
eternal life through faith in Christ.
We can take comfort knowing that
people whose earthly lives have ended
are in heaven forever - and that we'll
soon celebrate with them.

A well-known 1960s song by Peter
Scholtes answers an implied question:
How will others know we're Jesus'
disciples? Not by how we understand
family values. Not by our politics or
theology. Not by how many Bible verses
we've memorized, how often we attend
church or how much offering we give.
Rather, the song's title and refrain say it
all: "They'll know we are Christians by
our love," Jesus put it this way:
"everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another" (John
13:35, NIV).
Sometimes love involves words teaching, proclaiming, bearing witness to
God's presence. But if words aren't
backed by actions, they soon fall flat.
We can, as the song says, "spread the
news that God is in our land." But if we
don't live like that, no one will believe it.
When we declare God's reality but
withhold kindness from neighbors,
observers rightly question whether we
follow the God whose presence we
announce. But "if we love one another,
God lives in us and his love is made
complete in us" (1 John 4:12).

THANKS, MOM

Dad came home to find toys all over
the living room, dirty dishes stacked in
"THE GENTLE GARDENER"
the sink, clothes piled in the laundry
room, beds unmade and kids still in their
I'd like to sow the barren spots
pajamas. The house was a wreck, like
With all the flowers of earth,
nothing he'd seen before.
To leave a path where those who come
Worried, Dad rushed upstairs to find
Should find but gentle mirth;
Mom reading a book in bed.
And when at last I'm called upon
"Are you okay?" he asked. "What
To join the heavenly throng
happened?"
I'd like to feel along my way
"You know how you always ask what I
I'd left no sign of wrong.
do all day?" Mom replied. "Well, today I
-Edgar A. Guest
decided not to do it."

A CHILDL'S PERSPECTIVE
A group of second-graders were quizzed
about what ingredients their mothers are made
of. One child said, "God makes mothers out of
clouds and angel hair and everything nice in the
world, and one dab of mean."
To the questions "What does your mom do in
her spare time/" one youngster said, "Mothers
don't do spare time."
When the children were asked "Why did God
give you your mother and not some other
mom?" one child replied, "God knew she likes
me a lot more than other people's moms like
me."
MEMORIAL DAY REFLECTION
We who are left, how shall we look again
Happily on the sun or feel the rain
Without remembering how they who went
Ungrudgingly and spent
Their lives for us loved, too, the sun and rain?
- Wilfred Wilson Gibson

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Grace United Methodist Church
1120 17 St S
Moorhead MN 56560

THE ASCENSION
Many Christian churches will celebrate
Ascension Day on May 29th, which is 40 days
after Easter. Theologian Friedemann Hebert
explained Christ's Ascension this way;
"When Jesus' work on Earth was done, he
took leave of his disciples and went to be with
his Father. A time for sad farewells, one might
think. Yet the church celebrates the Ascension
with special joy. What is the reason for joy
when Jesus leaves his people?
"The Ascension is not the end of Jesus' work,
but a new beginning! How could Jesus ever
leave us alone? Because he has gone to be
Lord of the universe, he can continue his work
of life and love - among us, too. His work was
not just a short episode in Galilee. In the
person of the Holy Spirit, the same Lord is
present among us, still revealing the Father's
loving heart, so that we, too, can believe - and
sing songs of joy."

