FIRST MILE MISSION
First Mile Mission Giving begins in all UM Churches with
Apportionments: ‘A Portion Meant’ for mission. Grace’s 1st
Mile Mission Giving Goal is $21,757 or $143.15 a year or
$12.00 a month, for each member based on a membership of
152. Generous givers are already Paving The Way to meeting
that goal, with $ 2,505.04 given to date.

NEW DIRECTORY
The new address and phone directory for 2021 will be printed in
January. If you have moved, or changed phone numbers, please let
the office know so your correct information will be available.
CONTRIBUTIONS
All contributions must be postmarked by December 31, 2020 to be
counted as a 2020 contribution. All contributions received after
that date will be counted as a 2021 contribution. If you are
making a contribution for 2020 and 2021, please write a check for
each year.
TOWARD SAINTHOOD
"By faith and obedience, by constant meditation on the holiness of God,
by loving righteousness and hating iniquity, by a growing acquaintance with
the Spirit of holiness, we can acclimate ourselves to the fellowship of the
saints on earth and prepare ourselves for the eternal companionship of God
and the saints above." - A. W. Tozer
Pastor Roger -Office: (218) 233-1857; Parsonage: (218) 233-0255
Pastor’s E-mail: graceunitedmethodistpastor@gmail.com
Office E-mail: graceunitedmethodist@gmail.com
Website: www.graceumcmoorhead.org

THE BEGINNING OF ADVENT

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Making Followers of Christ to Transform the World
November 29, 2020
First Sunday of Advent
WE GATHER TO NAME AND CLAIM GOD'S PURPOSES IN OUR LIVES
GATHERING & PRELUDE:

Sharon Fangsrud and Trisha McElroy

*WELCOME

Pastor Roger

PSALM 80:107, 17-19 (with lighting the first Advent Candle)
SONG: #196
GOSPEL READING:

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
Mark 13:24-31

ADVENT PRAYER: #201
SPECIAL MUSIC:
MESSAGE:
SONG: #706

"Receive the Messengers"

Grace Singers
Pastor Roger
Soon and Very Soon

November is the month of Thanksgiving, but it often also includes the beginning of a new church year. This year, November 29 is the first Sunday of Advent. The season of Advent is about Jesus, the Word, "coming." It's about anticipating and preparing for Christ's arrival.
God comes to us in many and various ways. He speaks to us through the
prophets and saints. He comes and speaks to us when we are listening. He
comes in the beauty and mysteries of nature. Most of all, God comes in the
person of Christ, speaking to his listeners fact to face.
Pastor Edmund Steimle put it this way; "The Christian story is a story of God
coming into the middle of life, of our lives, opening the dialogue with us."
That's what Advent is really all about; God visiting the earth in person to
speak with anyone and everyone who is ready to do so.
THREE KINDS OF GIVING
"There are three kinds of giving; grudge giving, duty giving and thanksgiving.
Grudge giving says, 'I what to'; duty giving says, "I ought to'; and thanksgiving
says, 'I want to." The latter comes from a full heart. Thanksgiving is an open
gate into the love of God." - Robert N. Rodenmayer

PRAYER FOCUS
Pray for open eyes, ears, and hearts in this season - especially for all who are
searching for glimmers of hope, or a guiding word from a loving God.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
BLESSING:
Pastor Roger
MUSICAL SENDING FORTH:
POSTLUDE:

Today is the first Sunday of Advent. Churches and Christian families now
begin to celebrate the birth of Christ, whom God sent to earth for our
salvation.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Ministers: All the People
Pastor: Roger Grafenstein
Keyboardist: Sharon Fangsrud
Choir Director: Gunnar Aas
Reader:
Ushers:

